*  Pet sitter April Cook walks Cooper, left,
and Dozier at Little Oaks Park in Encinitas.
(JAMIE SCOTT LYTLE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER)
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his week, many North County residents will
brave endless airport security lines, congested
highways and freezing temperatures to spend
the holidays with far-away family. But what
about their furry, four-legged family mem-
bers? Local pet owners are increasingly turn-
ing to professional pet sitters to take care of
Fido and Fluffy in their own homes.

In-home pet care has several advantages over traveling
with pets or boarding them at a kennel, said April Cook, 29,
president of Dogs On The Run, a Carlsbad-based pet-sitting
business that has 30 employees and serves all of San Diego
County.

“The biggest thing is it reduces stress for the pet,” said
Cook, who said staying in familiar surroundings minimizes
pets’ separation anxiety and allows them to continue their
regular diets and exercise routines.

Cook said that by keeping pets at home, owners also
don’t have to worry about their pets contracting airborne
illnesses that can be common at boarding facilities, such
as kennel cough and upper respiratory infections.

“People care about their pets more today than ever,”
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Pet-sitting services around N. County

The following is a partial list Dogs On The Run

of North County petsitting Serves all of San Diego County
services. Rates are for one (760) 521-9444
or two pets: www.dogsontherun.com
Visit: $17 cat, $20 dog
A Dog’s Life Overnight: $60
Serves east San Marcos and
north Escondido Hounds to Horses
(760) 746-3442 Serves Escondido, San Marcos
www.escondidodogslife.com and some parts of Bonsall and
Visit: $20 Valley Center
Overnight: $75 (760) 738-8822
www.houndstohorses.com
Animal House Pet Visit: $20
Care Overnight: $75
Serves North County ;
(760) 635-3978 Resources:
www.animalhouse National A lation

petcare.com

Visit: $20 cat, $25
dog

Overnight: $75

10 percent discount
for military, fire and
police personnel

of Professional Pet
Sitters
www.petsitters.org
Pet Sitters
International
www.petsit.com







